A HISTORY or POLAND
from his designs on Lithuania. The quarrel \vas revived
during Alexander's reign as Grand 1 Hike of Lithuania,
but was settled, for the lime at least, by the marriage of
Alexander to Ivan's daughter Elena.
One condition of this union was that Elena should
be left free to practise the orthodox faith, and to this
Alexander consented readily enough. A Greek Church
was built for her at Wilna, the capital of Lithuania, and
but for the interference of the Pope, the excellent in-
tentions with which Alexander contracted the marriage
might have been fulfilled. Elena's mother was Sophia
Palcologa, and both she and the Czar Ivan seem to have
desired, for political reasons, that their daughter should
provide die subject for a religious dispute. There appears
to have been an excellent understanding between
Alexander and his Queen ; and the interference with her
religious freedom was never more than nominal. But
it was tortured by Ivan into a cause of quarrel, and
involved the king in a war with Muscovy which his
parsimonious Diets and his own extravagant habits
prevented him from prosecuting.
Alexander inherited an estate sadly reduced and
burdened by the liberality and ambition of John Albert.
His poverty and his easy nature made him the plaything
of his Senate and his nobles* The political history of his
reign is one of concession after concession, wrung from
him in return for mere pittances, or granted in the hope
of funds which were not supplied. His first Diet de-
manded his signature to pacta conventa limiting his right
to distribute offices, and depriving him of die control of
the Regalia and the Royal Mint. Senators were also
exempted from prosecution in die king's courts. He
signed these Articles of Mielnik, as they were called, and
found they were only a prelude to die Constitution of
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